Flowering of Chlorogalum pomeridianum (2007) 
Around Memorial Day weekend on an afternoon walk along Capitancillos Drive in San Jose, I noticed a 4-foot tall blossoming inflorescence from a Soap Plant present along the boulders. The flowers are white and very graceful in appearance. On my morning walk earlier that day I was sure that the flowers had not been present. I recalled reading something about the unusual blooming of this plant. One source had said that the Soap Plant only bloomed on a night of the full moon! I had to check things out.
Most credible sources state that Chlorogalum pomeridianum flowers late in the afternoon. So, I took a portable chair, a notebook, a digital camera and a good mystery book and visited the plant. My wife and neighbors wondered if I lost my marbles!
During the day, only the panicle inflorescence shown with closed, bell-shaped flower capsules above and fruit capsules at the base of each Panicle. 
At 5:45 p.m., with the sun lowering in the West, the first flower bloomed. To my amazement, 35 flowers opened in a span of less than one hour, each taking from 15 to 30 seconds to open!

About 15-minutes after the first flowers began to appear, two black solitary bumblebees arrived. I was surprised to see they discovered the soap plant flowers so soon after opening! Did they know to visit at that time from prior flower-openings of the plant? Do the flowers produce an attracting scent? Was it just a chance event? I had no idea.
About sunset, I observed no further change in conditions. The bees retired. Do moths come in the evening hours? How long do these beautiful white flowers stay open? What happens to the petals? I could not find fallen petals at the base of the plant.
I returned to the site after dark. At 10:00 p.m., the flowers were still open. But by midnight, the petals began to twist and curl about the pistil to form a protected fruit capsule. 
It takes about 10 days for flowering of the inflorescence to complete. Each afternoon, you could set your watch by the opening of the first flower. What a magnificent process! 
Now, to see photos of the flowers of the soap plant, go to the following Power Point presentation link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6JfrbDLApfc.  Taking close-ups of the process was ‘trying’ due to wind conditions. Nevertheless, I think I captured the essence of the flowering of this wonderful and useful CNP!
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